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ABSTRACT
A project emphasizing prevention of learning

disabilities through early identification and individualized
educational prescriptions was conducted. Children i:lentified through
a screening process will go from kindergarten to a modified primary
class. Here, they will he provided with a curriculum designed to
develop the skills needed for successful participation in first
grade. Specific objectives of this projeCt include: (1) Establish
assessment procedures; (2) Provide instruction to selected
kindergarten and first grade teachers in administering, scoring, and
interpreting selected assessment instruments; (3) Screen 600
kindergarteners; (4) Provide in-service training for five regular
primary teachers; and (5) Operate four modified primary classes
within the Anchorage Borough School District. The model developed in
Anchorage will serve as a training resource for university students
and for teachers throughout Alaska. (Author/CK1
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Under Section G, Title VI, of Elementary and Secondary Education

Act, the Anchorage Borough SchaA 7-listrict seeks to establish a model

for working with children in the primary grades who have potential

learning disabilities.

The main emphasis in th' project is on prevention through early

identification and individualized educational prescriptions. Children

identified through a screening process will go from kindergarten to a

modified primary class organized as a part of the regular school program

ht partially funded under special education. In the modified primary

class, children will he provided with a curriculum planned to develop

the skills which kindergarten and first grade teachers designate as

prerequisites to successful participation in fixst grade. Within the

general curriculum, an individual educational prescription 'based on a

thorough diagnosis will be developed for each child.



The specific objectives set forth in the proposal are

1. Establish assessment procedures whereby children with potential

learning disabilities can te identified in the regular school

program at an early age.

Provide instruction to selected kindergarten and first grade

teachers in adrainistering, scoring, and interpreting selected

arzesSment instruments.

3. Establish and operate during the second semester of 1972-73

a pilot rodified primary class composed of fifteen children

enrolled in the first grade during the first semester of 1972-73.

A. Screen annroximately 600 kindergarten children for the purpose

of assigning sixty children who exhibit evidence of rotential

learning disabilities to four modified primary classes during the

1973-74 school year.

5. Develop an outline of areas to he included in the curriculum to

be Provided in the Title VI-G modified -Primary classes and directed

toward overcoming the specific learning disabilities identified

during the screening and evaluation process.

G. Provide in- service training for five regular primary teachers who

will be assigned to modified primary classes.

7. Orerate four modified primary classes within. the Anrhorayc nerough

School District in mhich the curriculum outline developed under

Objective n will be followed and in Which individually prescribed

educational programs will be provided within the areas of the

curriculum outline.
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Coonerate with En Alaska Department of .rducation in informing

notential ronlication districts concerning screening procedures for

locatirg chiliren wit 71 potential learnin dlsahilities at the

kindergarten or beginning first, grade level anti onerating modified

primary classes designed to alleviate snecific learning disal-,ilities

'11e nodal develocd in Anchorage ,Till serve as a training resource for

university students and for teachers throughout Alasl*.a who are serving

childran with specific learning disabilities.



NARRATIVE OF TITLE VI-G ESEA

I. Current Status

There are about nor000 children of legal school age in Alaska.

Anproximately 2,000 of then are in elementhry school. Over

half of all elementary students in the state are in the

Anchorage Borough School District. The Greater Anchorage Area

porough School Diltrict enrollment has grown from 117_,000 in

the l961-62 school year to annroximately 34,000 at the nresent

date. The Greater Anchorage Area is the population center of

the State. Over one seventh of the special education nonulation

in this district is connosed of students who come from districts

throughout the State.

Alaska State Laws, Section 14.3(L351, define "exceptional

children' as children who differ markedly from their

peers to the degree that they are better served by place-

ment in a snecial learning nroaram designed to serve

their particular excentionality.

it further defines "children with learning disabilities"

as those children who exhibit disorders in one or more

of the basic learning processes involved in comprehending

or using expressive or receptive language and who may

require special facilities, equipment or methods to make

their educational program effective.

1



r"--re are annroltely 3.'r)-A-)0 nunils nresentiv

i-'entifieA as learnirlfl rc",leational nrogrannina

arcullq the stat in the area of 1---ern1nct

ten.ds to be seLf-contain an secrrecTatdo In almost

all cases nrogramming coulci be defineq as rey)leelal an,7

after the fact, rather than. nrevent.ive.or

It is nronoset'.1 that t7-ii cz rrrant will nrovLie a rnociel for

early assessment anti intervention that can he replicated

throurThout the state.

"I1P .7\,las1 State ')en:lrtmet of 1-,-lucation feels t1-.71t.

2.71ucational nlacer-ent of children with lcarnincr disabilities

r-ust reflect their learnincr strengns as well as deficits.

fany lePrning dtisabind c",i1,nr-m can best be educated by

re,naining in a rec'ular class and rsceivinc, slinnortive

service 7'or ocher c'lildren, however, it is necessary

to !)rovie, a more snecialized e-lucationaJ environment.

Several alternatives for e'uc;71tional nlacement of learning

isa7-11ed nunils shoul be nrovided in all -',1asl-an school
districts, These alternatives must reflect a tiloroucel

evaluative anr1 liagnostic nrocedure to provide apnro-

nriate instructional ntotTramrviincr for learninc- nisableri

nunils.



PROGRAM Dr1SCT1IPTIo"

7he 'nchora7e Porough School District is cur'rentl'y con-

structing a Center for Learner l',.ssistance which will 1-se

omen to students ,luring the first semester, of 1^73 7A school

year. (Please see annex 'ix I an -1 ammen(9ix II for diagrams

of the mromosed modsl.)

,ajor commonent of that center will be dsvotry' to the

estahlishment of a model for the evaluation of kino.ergarten

and first grade children for the murmoce

those children with motential snocific learning disal-ilities

anA mroviding mrograms ,-1.irecf-.ed to their neerls. The center

will he structured so that nersonnel fror other flistriots

throughout the state will have an oor)ortunitv to observe

materials and techniques emmloyed in the processes of the

center. The following staff will be reguiree for devrosning

in immlementing the model nrogram under Title VI C.

1!7.72-73

vrn- Title vl'.(1 funds

1. Project Oirector (full-time)

2. Psychological ''valuation
Snecialist (half-time)

3. Learning Disabilities Specialist
(2 1/2 months at half-time and
6 1/2 months at full-time)

4. Secretary (half-time)

B. Prom local district funds

1.. One certified teacher for moclifind
primary class (second semester)

2. T'ersonnel for r)sychological evaluations

3



1973-7^-

'7rom F.un(fs

1 Project 'Diroctor (full-tme)

2. Learning Disahilitie
(full-time)

3 Secretary (half time)

From local :istrict funds

1. "our certifiorl teachers for modifial
primary classes (both semesters)

2. Personnel for nsychological evaluations

The 7rajor ohjective of this errant is to establish an(-3 onerate

a -nodel center for nrimav aged school children who art ooten-

tiallv learning disahle:l. Sup. ohiectives are as follor.Ts

1972-73

7stblist assessment procedures whereby

children with potential learning disabilitir!s can !lr-

identified in the regular school nroaram at an early age.

Imnlementation

The Specialist in r'svchological Evaluation aryl the

Project Director will be responsible for estahlishing

the initial scrnenina and assessment nroceilure.

During thr months of Senternher through ')ecemher, 1072,

samnles of 1-ehavioral checklists and reaZliness tests

will be nurchase,1 or borrowed. Several nrofessional

references concerning evaluation anZ' learning dis-

4



C

alAlities will he obtained, Six to ten characteristics

which are generallY consirered hy authorities to he

indjcative of learning eisahilitY will he desianatee,

and a system wherehy nrimary teachers can ineicate

their assessment of the children in their classes

with reaard these characteristic illl be devised

Annropriate commercial instruments willhn nurct,aq4.(q,

and a screening nrocess will be develone1 for iden-

tifying kindergarten and first gradc children with

potential learnina 'alternate forms of

instruments will be nrovided and alternatives will he

included in the screening nrocess to allow children

to he identified for the nroject during either kinder-

garten or first grade .

r7bildren will normally he ieentifie-1 for the modified

nrimary classes near the end of their lindergarten year.

flowever. the alternatives will aloe* children who were

missed during the lin,leraarten screening to -e added

to the nroaram at the beginning of first grade. The

alternatives in the screening and identification

process will also make it possible to operate a nilot

class during the second semester of 197273 for fifteen

children who are currently enrolled in first grade.



The scre-,,,ing nrocess, including anv co7-lercia1

instruments, will b rleveloned in such a manner

that it can he usecl by recular nrimary teachers

with a minimum of sunervision any special training.

evaluation

Each teacher Ilho narticinates in the screeninc an

i,:Jentification nrocess will he asp,' 'l to comnlete an

evaluation questionnaire after usinrj the nrocess. The

ites on the guestionnaire will .weal with the arielinf- of

sunervision and trainincr needed to enable the teacher

to use the nrocess, how easy it is to use, an' hovr

accurate they teacher considers it to he in i-1-mtifYinc

children with lear-ling disahilities. The items Tqill

be in multiple c1 form with two favorahle and

two unfavoralile choices for each item. If 20% of

total resnonses are favorable, the objnctiy^ will have

!-,c,en met.

"ith the excentio. of the children in the nilot class

which will be operated during the second semester of

1272./3, each child in the nrogram will receive a

thorough educational psYchological evaluation at

some time during his year in a modified nrimary



group. Appropriate instruments for obtL_ining precise

diac7nostic data could inclur'e:

A. 'Basic Concept Inventory

B. Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual

1otor Integration

C. Bender visual-'7otor Gestalt Test

D. Detroit Tests of Learnina Antitude

E. Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty

F. Frostici Developmental Test of Visual

Perception.

G. Goldman-Fristos-Uoodcock Nuditory

Discrimination Test

H. Goodenough -- Harris Drawing Test

I. Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities

J. 'Tills Learning ;lethods Test

K. Morthweztern Syntax Scre-ming Test

L. Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

Ti., vreschool Language Scale

N. Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of

Intelligence

0, K/enman Auditory niscrimi nation Test

P. Ilide Range Achievement Test

The results from tests administered during the screening

process will be comnared with the results from tests

administered as part of the complete evaluation to

determine what percentage of the children who were

screened into the program would also qualify for the

7



prograM on the basis of the thorough evaluation.

Objective 42

Provide instruction to selected kindergarten and first

grade teachers in administering scorinq, and interpreting

selected assessment instruments and demonstrate additional

techniques for identifying the children to be included

in the modified primary classes to be provided under

Title VI-G.

Implementation

After the selection of instruments and the develop-

ment of the screening process, the SpecialiSt in

Psychological Evaluation will be responsible for

meeting with the teachers who will be involved with th,

program to acquaint them with tests and other iden-

tification techniaues. These could include both

formal and informal means of assessment in such

areas as eye-hand coordination, facility in language

usage, visual and auditory perception, discrimination

and memory, and in recording observational data.

Evaluation

A project log in which entries are made at least once

a week will be kept. Notations will be included

describing the meetings with project teachers in

which techniques for identifying children with

specific learning disabilities were presented or

described. Copies of all agendas worksheets, hand-

outs, etc. will he kept on file,



Objective

establish an-1 oner,t th. second senester o 1^79-73

a nilot nrimary class comnosed of fiftoen chilrlren

'ho w^re -,nrrIlled in the first grade during th- First

73,

Im-olementation

During the month of Tovember, 107?, the "litle VI-"

nroject will he described. by members of the nroject

staff at a meeting of the nrincinals of the schools

in '.rea C of the -'..nchorage ^orough School District.,

(Please soe flncn'I.ix III for a list of the schools in

"vrea 7.) The nrincinals will be asked to co-nlete o

guestionna3re wbich inrqicate:

A. "or the nilot class to be operated during

1972-73

1. The nrincinal's desire to have the nilot

class in the school for which 1,-? is re-

snonsle

2. The availability of afler,uate snace for the

nilot casc,

3. An estimate of the number of children in

first.grade who might be elirgible for

the pilot casss

4. The principal's willingness to reassign,

if necessary, a teacher in his building

to teach the nilot modified primary class



5. Thn extent to T7hich furniture, eaui2ment,

Tqoulr' be availa5le for use

in the modifie nrirarY class to supnlcrlent

the materialq and eauipent to 1ln providscf!

under Title 17Y-q

B. For the four modijTied nrirary classes to '11

onerated during 1573-7/1

1. The nrincinal's willingness to have the

selool for T.,bich he is responsi

narticinate in the Title VI.G ProThet

durina thn 1.r.73-74 school year

2. The availability and type of space to

be allotted to a modifin,9 primary class

3. An estivate of the number of children in

kindergarten who right Ile eligible for a

modified primary class to be operated

during 1973-7A.

4. The principal's willingness to reassian,

if necessary, a regular primary teacher

to the morlified primary class and to

allow her to work under the sunervision

of the Title VI-G project staff



5. The -1,xtent to which furnitur?

and materials would be availa/qe for use

in a modified nrimary class during 1f173 74

to sunn111,1ent raterials and eguinment to

provided TTith Title VI0 funds.

The resnonses on the rmestionnaires will he

along Tqith other factors such as availability of

transnortatton, in d.:,cidtnrT school or, schor.,ls

children will be selectnd for the pilot class and in

selecting the building in Tqhich the pilot class be

onerated from midterm until the cnJ of the 197?-73

school vnar.

r)uring December, 1072, the Psychological valuation

Specialist will instruct the first grade teachers in

the school or schools u'lich will he involved with the



nilot class in the screening and identification irocess

which i5 develone(2 by the project staff, The screening

process used for identifying the children to be assigned

to the nilot class will, of necessity, be less sonhisticated

and n/scise than the screening nrocess which will he used

to identify kindergarteners at the end of the -school year

for inclusion in the modified nrimary classes to be operates

under Title VI -G during the 1973-74 school year. The first

arade teachers will use the process in screening the children

in their respective classes for the ourposc of identifl'ing

the snecific fifteen children who will narticinate in the

nilot class. The teachers will be responsible for admin-

istering and scoring all tests and for summarizing the re-

sults under the supervision of the Specialist in Psvchologica

Evaluation. In the event that more than fifteen children are

identified as being eligible for the pilot class, the final

decision regarding the membershin of the class will he made

by the cnecialist in Psychological ryaluation, with the

apnroval of the Project Director and after eon-;acting the

child's parents.

Prior to January 1, 1073, the Learning Disabilities Snecialis-

will develop a preliminary list of skills which are considerei

to be nrerecruisites to a chile's successful participation in 1

regular first grade. The list of skills will he organized



as an outline of the curriculum which will be -Followed in

modified orimary class and will he consistent with the

specific characteristics and test iterr.s which are assumed

to signify potential learning disabilities in the screening

process. The outline will consist of the general areas to

be included in the curriculum for the four modified primary

classes which will be in operation during thr. 1973-74 school

year, However, the details will not necessarily he comnlete

at the time that the pilot class is begun. qaterials and'

equipment designed to imnrove the specific skills which are

included in the curriculum outline will he pruchasecl or

borrowed.

Prior to mid-term of the 1972-73 school year, the Learning

T)isahilities Specialist will he responsible for meeting with

the teacher of the pilot modified Primary class for the

purpose of irstructing her concerning the rationale for the

class, the curriculum to be followed, the use of any special

eguioment and materials, and any teaching technic-flies which

are particularly appropriate for children with learning

disabilities.

During the first three weeks after the children are assignee

to the pilot class the Specialist in Psychological Evaluati

and the Learning Disabilities Specialist will assist the

teacher of the class in making a precise diagnosis (f the

strengths and deficits of each child in



the groun ane, in developing individual, educational

prescriptions which are consistent with the educational

diagnoses. During the ti:,e that a child is in the class,

the majority of His activities ant assignnients within

the gerneral curriculum will follow his individual

nrescription and will reflect. his unique learning strengths

and specific deficits. Records will be kept by the teacher

on forms provided by the project staff These forms will

indicate the results on any psychological or educational

tests which are administered, the educational program to

be provieee for the child, and the child's nrogress in the

areas included in his in-lividual nrogram,

-fter the class is organized, the Learning -)isabilities

Snecialist will snend one day ner wee!' in the clas-room

working with the teacher, rIng occasionally wort -ing

directly with the chilexen, for the purpose of assuring

that the pilot class is actually nrovieing a snecialized

curriculum designed for the children who are assigned to

the class and that the individual nrescrintions are being

fmllowed.

The following placement alternatives will he available after

a chile has been screened into the nilot no' ified nrimary

class

A If it becomes apparent that an error has heen

made in screening or that a chil!). has nrogressed



to the extent that 'le is actiaally Eunctinning at

a level which is comronsurate with t1' level of

mo,it of th^ children in a regular first gra.le, he

may he transferre--1 to a regular first grade class

hefore the end of 4-'-)e 1'7'.71 qch v,

R. If a child remains in t'le pilot cleqs until the

end. of the school year and is concidered to he

able to nrogress normally in a regular second

grade, it will be recommended that he will he

assigned to a second grade class for the Year

following his placement in the pilot modified

primary class.

If, at the end of 1972 73 school Year, a child is

considered to he ahle to progress normally with a

regular first grade but is not considered to he

ready for placement in a second grade, it will he

recommended that the child dill be assigned to

a first grale class for the year following his

Placement in the Pilot modified primary class.

D. If a child has made soe progress as a result of

his placenent in the mo.:lified nrimary class, but

he is not considere,3 to he tamable of functioning

normally with a regular first grads class, he may

15



be to a T'odified nril-ary clas-; .'or at least

a nart of the year folloinc his f':st vr

modi-

If it becomes annarent to thr, teacher of the modifie6

Urinary class that a child is not acquiring the skir

desirmated as a nart of the curriculum for this class

at a rate which will allow him to funciton in the

regular school program unon his reieare from the

modified nrimary nregram, he may 3.)e referred for

a 7;oecial education Program designed for children

711c) are more severely handicapped than those include75

in the Title VI -n modified primary program, The

child's ultimate nlacement will be made on the Ilasi,1

of the lollowincr criteria:

1. Discriminatory in-lividmal diagnosis will reveal

multiple handicans to thrl child's al-lity to

learn° such diagnosis will be clone by annro-

priately trained nersonnel meetincr the criteria

of the Special 7ducation Division in the Alaska

Department of E'zIucation.

2, The child Yin (lemonstrate inability to profit

from the large group instruction of the Title

VI-fl modified primary class.

16



The child will proces,,Ted for accertance

into Special education throug the already

established policies and nrocerlures of

that cacnartment,

4. The child will demonstrate inability to

profit from the large group instruction of

the modified nrimary classroom for reasons

unidentifiable but of serious enough

consguence to nrovide a serious detriment

to the learning of others.

A child's readiness for nlacment in a regular first or

second grade will be determined on the basis of the

following criteria

The child have developed, a pathway of thinking in

acnuirinq new acadenic learnings by demonstrating

transference of "how to learn natternsd to learning

new concePts in,leoendently.

The child will be reading at least at the average grad(

level of the class in which he will he placed in the

traditional program.

C. The child will demonstrate the written language skills

of snelling, syntax and comnosition comnarabln to

17



performance of the class in which he TTill he

nlaced in the regular nrogram.

The chil(1. will demonstrate functional ability

in contributing to discussions, receiving

and implementing directions, and tal.ing

dictation at the complexity annronriate for the

grade in v7hich he will he nlaced,

['hen a child is being consiZered for transfer from the

modifiee nrimary program to a class in the regular school

nrogram, at least one commercial instrument user' in the

original screening nrocess will he re-administered.

score on this instrument, the teacher reconmeneation, and

the child's level of attainment with regard to the ,l!dlls

included in the curriculum outline develonea for the nodifiea

nrimary class will be consie-)red in determining the child's

placement, The final decision regarding the child's

placement will be made by the Snecialist in Psychological

Evaluation, with the annroval of the Project nirector and

after contacting the child's parents

Evaluation

During the last three weeks of the 1972-73 school

year, the teacher in the pilot class will be re-



snonsible for a6....inistcrini.; .5,oring ane. sumnarizing

results from an alternate torn of at least one of

the commercial instruments used in the screening

nrocess. The scores eltaine,1 will be compare 1. with

the scores on the tests whic% *.ern administered at

the time the children -*ere screened, It is

anticipate' that at 1,Tst On% of the c'lilOren T7hn

are in the nilot modified .1rimary class during the

entire neriod from mid-tern until the end of the

ln72-73 school year Trill have made more than one-

half year's gain in the skills and behavior measur-,d

/-,17 the instrument.

nhjective

Screen apnroxi,nate1,7 60n1 7:indergarten children in schools

selected from those included in 7',rea C in the 7mc7lorace

Porough School 7)istrict for the purpose of assioninc,

annroximately sixty children ho exhibit evidence of

notential learning disabilities to four modifie primary

classes during the 1 '173-74 school year.

ImnlementPtiona....11.,..
After the pilot modified primary class has been

selected, the screening process will be evaluated

and refined as a result of its use in selecting the

children for the pilot class so that a more precise



be availa,-)le for screening

na kindergarten !7ho mill he include, in the

four poc'ified nrimary classes to be onerated during

1S)71 7.

7etween January 1 and April 30, 1973, the 7:indergarten

teachers in selected schools in Area C of the

Anchorage ,orough School nistrict, under the direction

of the qnecialist in PsycholocTical Evaluation and the

Project ')irector; will use the screening nrocess

developed under Objective '`1, and further refined,

with the kindergarten groun or groups for of

the,/ are resnonsible. Since one of the aims implied

for the nroject is to develop a model whic can be

replicated in school districts which may nrovide a

minimum of special services to support the regular

teachers in conducting a similar program, the regular

1:indergarten teachers will be responsible for con-

ducting the screening, scoring any instruments- and

recording and, summarizing the results. The data

collected in this manner will he submitted to the

Specialist in Psychological 7valuation. He will

internret the results of the screening process and

will select, subject to the anproval of the Project

Director and after contacting the parents of the

children, a maximum of fifteen children for each of

20



the four modified primary classes which will be

operated during the 1973-74 school year These sixty

children will be chosen from the four pairs of Fchools

which will be selected to participate in the Title

VIG Project. (Please refer to Objective 460 )

A list of the names of the children who meet the

screening criteria for being included within the

program but who are in schools which are not selected

as project schools will he given to the Area C prin-

cipals. The principals will be offered assistance

on an informal basis in establishing modified primary

classes for these identified children within their

buildings. They will be invited to attend workshops

and to allow members of their staff to attend and

participate. They will he provided, upon their re-

quest, such materials as sample copies of forms

developed for the project; and they will be given the

information necessary for ordering tests, materials,

and pieces of equipment like those which are used

in the Title VI-0 classes. However, because of

budgetary limitations, none of these items will be

supplied in large quantities except for use in the

modified primary classes which are operated directly

under Title VI-G.

21



'-valuation.

Entries in the Project Log will ser-J. ^ as evidence

that the screni-v7 nrocss is taking nlace.

-les of all directions to the kindergarten

%c'lers, checklists, arc' other instruments will be

file. The objective will have been met when a list

of the children who will be members of the four

modifia nrimary classes to be organized under Title

`TI. G for the 1973-7,1 school year has been filed

with the nirector of Snecial Taucation for the

Anchorage TIorough School Oistricto

Objective 5

Develon an outline of areas to be included in the curric-

ulur to be nrovided in the Title VI' -G modified nrimary

classes and directed toward overcoming the snecific

learning disabilities identified during the sc/c-ming

and evaluation nrocess

Imolementation

netween Uovember 15, 172 , and ;7arch 31, 173, the

Learning nisalAlities Specialist will exnand ana

refine the outline of areas in the curriculum

which is followed in the pilot modified nrimary

class which will onerated under Title VI-(1

during the second semester of the 1971-73 school



year Curriculum guides, descriptions of special

kindergarten and first grade nrograms, professional

references in the area of curriculum develonment

and specific learning disabilities, advertising

literature and samples of commercial and teacher-

made materials designed for use in the primary-

grades or for children with learning disabilities

will be obtained. Locally developed curriculum

guides, particularly those prepared by kindergarten

and first grade teachers, will he studied; and

curriculum committee meetings will be attended by

members of the project staff whenever possible.

The material obtained from all these sources will

be analyzed by the Learning Disabilities Specialist

and the Project 'director to determined its relevance

and usability in a program designed to overcome in

a regular classroom setting the disabilities

identified by the assessment procedures developed

in Objective 11. The outline of the areas in the

curriculum will he related to the specific learning

disability characteristics which are identified

untfler Objective 01 and will be consistent with the

tasks children are expected to perform during the

screening process and with the items which are
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included. on the screening instruments. In develonincT

the outline of curriculum areas, the Learning

Specialist attet to d.r..ter'rine

(1) the snecific skill deficits wich cause teachers

to identify children as having potential learning

disabilities, (2) the snecific ski ll=1 which first

grade teachers consider to be necessary nrerecuisites

to success in first grade, and (3) certain materials

and activities which have been designed or f.l.eveloned

to alleviate the shill deficits recogni%ed in

kindergarten and to provide the stills which are

necessary for success in a regular first grade class.

The curriculum outline will include suggested

activities, materials, and equipment which could

appronriatelv be used in a regular classroom at

the primary level for overcoming the disabilities

identified by means of the screening process. The

activities, materials and equipment will be categorized

according to the tasly1 and test items used in the

screening process.

Evaluation

Project Log entries and evidence that the curriculum

guides, program descriptions, references, advertising

literature, and sample s of materials are being accTuired
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will document rrogross toward attaining this nMectivr.

rile objective will have been attained T,Then a ccy = of

the curriculum outline has been gubmitte'l to ' 1

Oirectnr of Special Tducation fnr the

norolig:1 School District

()bjective :"f7

Provide in -service training for five regular nrimary

teachers who will be assigned to modifie,=1 nrinary clagsPg,

Imolementation

Prior to 'larch 15, 1()73, the names of the four teachers

who will he responsible for the Title 11 -G norlifierl

nrirary groups during 1973-74 will be given to the

Project Director by the Director of Snecial T7Oucation

for the Anchorage Borough School District During

Anril and 'lay, 1973, a regular series of workshops,

informal contacts, and group discussion neriods with

these teachers and with the teacher of the pilot

modified nrimary class will he arranged by the

Learning Disabilities Snecialist, who is responsihle

for developing the snecial curriculum for the identified

children and for traininc, the teachers in its imnle-

mentation The amount' of von has been inclu,I.e0 in

the budget to provide substitutes to release these



five teachers fur ruuL hnJE Clays to attend trAininn

sessions and to work, with the Learning Disabilities

7necialist. Other ccta,..;Ls T4111 he made with the

teachers in their owr classrooms and during after-

school meetings. General topics to he covered will

include:

A. The rationale for the program

B. The process by which the target children were

selected

C. The process by, which the special curriculum

was developed

T) The screening anti assessment process and

administration and interpretation of diagnostic

instruments

E. Planning and carrying out individual educational

nrescrintions within a regular classroom

F. The availability and use of materials and

equipment for providing the special curriculum

developed for the project and for implementing

an individualized diagnostic-prescriptive

program for children with potential learning

disabilities

G. T:7ays in which teachers can adapt or construct

materials to be used in the modified primary

classrooms
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by which the project and the

childrc.n in the nroject will be elraluated.

Evaluation

Copies of the Project Lon entries, agendas of in-

service training meetincTs, memos, and other instruc-

tions provided for the primary teachers who will be

assigned to the Title VI - -G modified primary classes

will be kept on file, When this material indicates

that the topics listed under "Implementation' have

been covered the objective will have been met.

1973-74

objective #7

Onerate four modified primary classes within Area C of the

Anchorage Borough School District in which the curriculum

outline developed under Objective #5 will be followed and

in which individually prescribed educational procrams will

be provided within the areas of the curriculum outline.

Imnlernentation

The schools in Area C will. be paired in the following

manner
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I

\ir-,ort Freight-

Williwaw

III

Creokside Park

"uldoon

II V

Wonder Park ;unaka Valley

Mountain View College Gate

IV

Ptarmigan

Chester Valley

VI VII

Birchwood Homestead

chugiak Eagle :River

On the basis of the responses of the Area C principals

on the questionnaires submitted to them in November,

1972, four nairs of schools will be selected to

narticipato in the Title VI.G modified primary

project. (Please refer to Objective #3.) One

building in each of the four pairs will be selected

for the location of a modified primary class to be

operated during the 1973-74 school vear.

Relocatables will be provided, if necessary, at the

selected buildings to insure classroom space. The
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modified primary groun will not necessarily be

assigned to the relocatahle building. It will be

the principal's option to assign the modifies'_ primary

class to the relocatable or to assign, the class to

the main. huilding and use the relocatable for some

other segment of the regular school program.

A maximum of fifteen children in each of the four

pairs of schools chosen to participate in the project

will he assigned to the modified nrimary classes on

the basis of the results of the screening process

which was developed under Objective 1 and used in the

Area C kindergartens between January and April, 1973.

In the event that some of the children who were

selected during the spring of 1973 do not return

in the fall or are not actually assigned to the

modified nrimary classes, their places will he filled

by other eligible children who were identified during

the kindergarten screening or by children in first

grade who have been recommended by their teachers

and who meet tM criteria for bein.g included in the

modified nrimary classes. Although the salary of

the Specialist: in Psychological Evaluation will not

be paid from Title VI-G funds during the second year

of the project, he will be resnonsible for selecting,

with the approval of the Project Director, and after
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contacting the parents, the children who will fill

vacancies in the classes as they occur.

The teachers who participated in the in-service

training sessions during April and !lay, 1973, will

be assigned to the modified primary classes. The

outline of the areas in the curriculum which was

developed under Objective 1t5 will be the curriculum

guide for these classes, and the materials and

equipment provided will be selected for appropriaLQ:11u53s

in relation to the curriculum outline and for utility

as components in individual educational prescriptions.

During September, l973, each teacher of a modified

primary class, with the assistance of the Specialist

in Psychological Evaluation and the Project Director,

will be responsible for making an individual educa-

tional diagnosis of every-child in her class and for

developing, with the assistance of the Learning

Disabilities Specialist, 'an educational prescription

which is consistent with the diagnosis and the curric-

ulum outline. The individual teachers in the classes

will be responsible for analyzing the results of the

screening process for each child individually and for

using further formal and informal diagnostic procedures
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Records will be kept on forms to be provided by the

project staff, They will indicate the results on any

psychological or educational tests which are admin-

istered, the educational prescription developed for

each child, and the child's progress in the areas in

his individual nrogram,

The Learning Disabilities Specialist will be responsible

for conducting regular meetings with the project

teachers throughout the 1973-74 school year. The

teachers will be contacted individually and in groups

for the nurpose of assisting them in following the

curriculum outline and in selecting and using the

suggested activities and materials in planninq and

following a program for each child directed toward

his identified needs, thereby providing an intensive,

sequential educational program in areas of identified

deficit while utilizing each child's individual

strengths. The Learning Disabilities Specialist will

snend the equivalent of one day per week in each of

the four modified nrimary classrooms working with the

teacher. Although the teacher will have the direct

responsibility for teaching the children, the Learning

!disabilities Specialist may, from time to time, work

with a child or a group of children for the purpose

of trying out or demonstrating some material or

technique.
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Upon completion of the Center of Learner Assistance,

one room in that building will be designated for the

use of the Title VI -G Project. Each of the modified

Primary classes will be assigned to the room LI the

Center for Learner kssistance for approxima'_ely one-

fourth of the time remaining between the completion

date for the Center and the end of thr, 1973-74 school

Year. Allowing each modified primr,ry class to snend

a portion of the year housed in the Center for Learner

Assistance will serve the following purposes

A. Personnel and facilities for intensive diagnosis

will he readily available either within the

Center o;: from the nearby Alaska Treatment

Center.

B. The teacher-training component of the replicatic

strategy can be enhanced by providing oppor-

tunities for personnel, both from within and

outside of the Anchorage Borough School

District, to observe the Title VI-G modified

primary classes in action in a facility whic",

:;.s designed to allow such observation with a

minimum of distraction and interference with

classroom procedures.

C. The four grouns will -share anproximately

equally in the responsibility for serving as

a model for observation by university students
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and personnel from other schools in which the

model may h renl3cated

n Pieces of equipment which are not usually avail --

able in a regular school may be used for a

brief period. to determine their value for pri

mary children with a potential for learning

disability. This information he useful in

advising personnel from schools in which the

modified. Primary program will he replicated,

It is anticipated that the block of time which each

class spends in the Center for Learner Assistance will

serve as an intensive diagnostic period so that by the

time a child leaves the modified primary program, it

will he possible to direct him toward the most

desirable kind of placement and provide extensive

information. which will contribute toward ontimum

edurational planning in the future.

Precise diagnostic data will be collected on all the

children selected for the modified primary classes

at least during the first full year the program is in

operation. The results of informal screening

procedures develoned for this project can then be

compared with widely used and commonly Accepted



instruments as a check on the accuracy of-the locally

dey-lloneet screening process. Appropriate diagnostic

instruments could include:

A. 72.asic Concept Inventory

B. Beery-Butenica Developmental Test of Visual-

:iotor Integration

Bender Visual lotor r.estalt Test

D. Detroit Tests of Learnino Nntitude

E. Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty

F. Frostig Develonmental Test of Visual Perception

G. Goldman -Fristoe iToodcock Nuditory

Discrimination Test

H. nooeAenough- Harris Drawing Test

I. Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities

J. Mills Learning Methods Test

K. northwestern Syntax Screening Test

L. Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

. Preschool Language Scale

IT "echsler Preschool and Primary Scale of

Intelligence

O. Wepman Auditory Discrimination Test

P. Wide Range Achievement Test

In addition to the formal evaluation provided while

a child is attending school in the Center, contin-

uous informal diagnosis will be possible as a part



of the teachin-, nrocss because of the limited class

site any time during the year, the teacher may

refer for further diagnosis any child for whom the

curriculum in the modified primary class seems to

he inappropriate. Referrals will be made to the

Project Director, who will arrange for an intensive

diagnosis through the Psychology Department and/or

other personnel in the Anchorage Borough School

,:listrict,narticularlv individuals on the staff of the

Center for Learner ...ssistance ho have snecial

training in the diagnosis and remeliation of learning

disabilities and related disorders.

After a child has been screened into the Title VI-,"

modified primary program, the following placement

options will be available'

A, If it becomes apparent that an error has been

made in screening or that a child has progressed

during the summer to the extent that he is act-

ually functioning at a level which is commensurate

with the level of average beginning first graders,

he may be enrolled in a regular first grade

rather than a modified primary class.



D. If, after being Placed in a modifie,15 primary

class, it becoes 'anparent that a child has

progressed to the extent that he is able to

succeed in a recular first grade, ne may be

transferred to a regular first tirade class.

C. If a child remains- in a modifi3d Primary

class until the and of the school year and is

considered to be able to progress normally in

a regular second grade, it will he recommended.

that he will be assigned to a second grade

class for the year following his placement

in a modified primary class.

If, at the end of the 1973-74 school year, a

child is considered to be able to Progress

normally with a regular first grade; but is

not considered to he ready for placement in

a second grade, it will be recommended that

the child will be assigned to a first grade

class the year following his placement in a

modified primary class.

n. If a child has made some progress as a result

of his placement in a modified primary class,

but he is not considered to be capable of

functioning normally with a regular first
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grade class, he ,lay be assigned to a modified

primary class for at least a Hart of the year

following his first year in a modified ori-

mary class.

F. If it becomes apparent to the teacher of

the modified primary class that a child is

not acquiring the skills designated as a

part of the curriculrm for this class at a

rate which will allow him to function in the

regular school program upon his dismissal

from the modified nrimary program, Ile may

be referred for a special education program

designed for children who are more severely

handicapped than those included in the Title

VI -G modified nrimary program. The child's

ultimate nlacoment will be made on the basis

of the following criteria

l. Discriminatory individual diagnosis

will reveal multiple handicaps to the

child's ability to learn. Such diag-

nosis:will be done by appropriately

trained personnel meeting the criteria

of the Special Education Division in

in the Alaska Department of Education.



2. The child will demonstrate inability

to nrofit from the large croup

instruction of the Title VI-G

modified class.

3. The chili will he processed for

accentance into snecial Education

through the already established

policies and nrocedures of that

department.

4. 7he. chili will demonstrate inability

to profit from the large group

intrUction of the modified primary

classroom for reasons unidentifiable

but of serious enough consequence to

to provide a serious detriment to the

learning of others.

During the last throe weeks in "lay, 1974, at least

one commercial test selected from those which were

administered during tie screening process will be

readministered to the children in the modified pri-

mary classes. After alministering and scoring these

tests and summarizing the results, the teachers of the

Title VI-G modified primary classes Trill be asked to

recommend a placement for each child in the class
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for the 1?7/1 75 school year The Specialist in

Psychological evaluation Ti11 consider the teachers°

and narents' recommendations, the results of tests

adininist'ired to the child, and any other nertinent

information in determining, subject to the approval Of

the Project Director, each child's placement for the

beginning of the 1974-75 school year.

7`, child's readiness for placement in a regular first or

second grade will be determined on the basis of the

following criteria:

A. The child will have cleveloned a pathway of

thinking in acquiring new academic learnings

by demonstrating transference of Mow to learn

Patterns" to learning new concepts independently.

B. The child will he reading at least at the averag,,:.

grade level of tl,e class in which ha will be

placed in the traditional program.

C. The child will demonstrate the written language

skillo of spelling, syntax and comnosition

comparable to performance of the class in which

he will be placed in the regular program,
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D. Vie child will demonstrate functional

ahility in contributing to discussions,

receiving and implementing directions, anci

taking dictation at the comnlexity anpro-

nriate for the grade in which he will be

nlaced,

Evaluation

within the first three weeks of the 1n7374 school

year, all children who were identified during their

kindergarten year as potentially learning disabled

will be given a commercial firstgrade readiness test

by the teachers of the modified primary classes under

the direction of the Specialist in Psychological

Evaluation. The same readiness test or a different

form of that test will be administered by the teachers

in the modifies nrimani rooms during the last four

weeks of the 1973 74 school year. Each teacher will be

responsible for 'scoring the tests and summarizing the

prn test and nos.z-test results, which will he analyzed

by the members of the project staff. The Title VI-G

modified primary program will be considered to have

been successful if 80P; of the children who have been

in the program during the entire school year have

raised their scores by the number of points e ivalent

to one standard deviation in the scores obtained by



ponulation anon which the national norms for the

instrument were comnuted. The nre-test scores will

also serve as an indicator of the discriminatory

ability of the assessment procedurs utilized in

kindergarten and as evidence that the children se-

lected for the modified Primary classes are at at

lower level of readiness than is generally expected

for children entering first grade.

Objective 'A

Cooperate ,lith the Alaska Department of Education in

informing potential renlicat4-on districf.q concr.,.rniny

screening procedures for locating children with poten-

tial learning disabilities at the kindergarten or

beginning first grade level and operating modified primary

classes desianed to alleviate specific learning disabil-

ities.

Implementation._

Beginning in December, 1972, a series of articles

describing the progress of the Title VI-G Project

will he Published in the Dean, a monthly newsletter

circulated by the Nlaska Department of Education.



The first of these articles will be nrepared by the

Project Director and will pn,sent background infor-

mation concerning Title VI-G, ESEA, and some of the

nrelininary activities which have taken place. The

second article will be nrenared by the Snecialist in

Psychological Evaluation and will describe the

screening and diagnostic nrocess. In the third

article the Learning Disabilities Specialist will

discuss efforts to assist teachers in providing

individualized educational nrescrintions. The final

article will be prepared by the Chief of the Division

for Special Education in the Alaska Department of

Education. He will describe the potential_for rep-

lication and will invite interested districts to

contact him regarding their plans for establishing

similar prourams.

In late April or early ay, 1973, personnel in school

districts where an interest in the project is evident

and where replication might he feasible will bn

invited to observe the pilot modjfied primary class

and to discuss the Title VI-G program with the project

staff in a sustained three-day workshop. This work-

shop will be jointly sponsored by the Alaska Department

of Education and the Title VI-n staff.
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A_logica: group of schools to be invited to partic-

nate would be those within the service area of the

MraPr. operated by the Anchorage Borough School

District, or they might be selected from a list of

urban or semi-urban districts which wouLE include the

following communities!

A. Fairbanks

Do Juneau

C. Kenai

D. 7etcb.ikan

E. Uodiak

F. 'Matanuska -Susitna Valley

G. Petersburg

H. Sitka

The workshop will involve annroximately twenty-four

neople and will generally include a membPr of the

adminiztrative staff, a special educator, and a

regular first grade teacher from each of the schools

invited to participates It is expected that the

districts which accent an invitation to attend the

workshop will bear some of the costs such as providint

funds to cover some of the expenses of their partic-

pants. However, the Alaska Department of Education
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will encourage narticination by providing some

additional money. The agenda will include sections

during ,qhich the members of the Title VI--G staff

will explain and discuss their contribution to the

development of the project. The Specialist in

Psychological Evaluation will discuss the utilization

of the screening process developed for the modified

nrimary program. The Learning Disabilities Specialist

will be responsible for presenting an overview of the

curriculum to he followed in the modified primary

classes and the development of individual educational

prescriptions within the framework of the curriculum

outline. The Project Director will discuss admin-

istrative aspects of the program such as teacher

qualifications, snace requirements, and class size.

During the workshop, participants will have an oppor-

tunity to develop a written replication plan which

will be submitted to the Chief of the Division of

Special Education in the Alaska Department of

Education.

By the end of the three-day workshop, the Chief of

the Division of Special Education will have selected

up to eight school districts which seem to have

feasible replication potential. These districts will



he strongly encouraged through foundation support

and possibly by means of some extra state funding

in their efforts to establish classes modeled upon

those developed and nnerated in Anchorage under

t.:2.itle VI-G.

During the first !semester of the second year of the

project, personneL in the districts in which the

model is beinrr .1-,ilicated will be scheduled Singly or

in grouos to visit the modified Primary classes in.

Amchor&ge and confer with the Title VI-c, staff for

assistance in establishing similar classes. During

the second semester of 1973-74, members of the project

staff may be called. unon by the Alaska Department of

Education to visit the replication districts to offer

om-site assistance and to aid the Department of

Education in itr: monitoring function. Funds for these

visits by replication personnel and the project staff

will be supplied by the replication districts and/or

the Department of TAucation.

Evaluation

Copies of the articles submitted to the Dean, the

agenda of the workshop to be held in the spring of

1973, and examples of materials supplied to personnel
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in the replication districts will be kept on file to

serve as evidence that these activities are taking

Place.

Copies of the plans submitted the districts chosen

for replication and the memmridums of agreement

between the Alaska Departmetl- c Education and the

replication districts will Lsy =plied to the Project

Director to be included in .a.77 evaluation reports.

Records summarizing the artatles during observation

and monitoring visits rmintained.

III. Coordination with. Significant. AF...mz-Les

A, The Anchorage Borough School q..trict will provide

office space for the project- .=.2-f and space in the

form of classrooms or relocataas for the modified

primary classes.

B. Through state special education foundation funding,

the Anchorage Borough School_Dstrict will provide

the salary for one teacher.for.:7the second semester of

1972-73 and for four teachers. far the 1973-74 school

year.
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C. The services of the Associate Special Education

Instructional ''!aterials Center operated by the

Anchorage Borough School District will be avail-

able to aid the project staff in locating and

examining appronriate materials and equipment

for the project.

D. The Alaska Department of Education in cooperation

with the Anchorage Borough School District will

implement the replication strategy proposed for

this grant, . Consultants from the State Department

of Education will be working with all school districts

replicating the proposed model. Some funds will be

provided by the State Department of Education, and

consultants from the Department will work with the

the project staff and personnel in the replication

districts.

R. The University of Alaska, Department. of Special

Education, may be consulted regarding the evaluation

process and training teachers to work with young

children who may have learning disabilities.

F. The library facilities at the University of Alaska

have been 'wade available for the use of the project

staff in doing research connected with this proposal.



Iv. Problems Anticipated

A. It is probable that many more children will be recom-

mended for the modified primary classes than can be

accommod/ited in the four classes of fifteen children

each proposed for this project. It will be extremely

difficult to refuse to include children who need help

when the classes are full.

B. Interest in replicating the nroject may be generated

more ranidly than the staff can respond. The first

duty of the staff members will he to assist those

districts selected by the .laska Department of Education

for replication. Yet there may he several schools in

the Anchorage District or in other communities in Alaska

where teachers and administrators are eager to start

classes similar to the Title VI-G modified primary

classes. The project staff may be expected to respond

to their requests for assistance before many of the

problems in establishing and operating the modified

primary classes have been resolved.

C. The model developed in Anchorage may require consider-

able adaptation to make it appropriate for other

districts in Alaska because of extreme differences in

culture, geography and resources available.
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V . Monitoring System

The Project Log and the Schequle of Activities will serve

as th1 primary monitoring instruments. In January and June

of each of the two years of the project, the Project Director

will file with the Director of Snecial Education for the

Anchorage Borough School District a statement summarizing the

contents of the Log and relating the activities described

to the Schedule of Activities.

Informal conferences will be held from time to time with

the Chief of the Division of special Education in the laaska

Department of r/Incation when he is available in Anchorage.

During these conferences the Divin.on Chief will be informed

regarding the progress of the project.
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VII. Dissemination

Pour articles describing the project will be published in the

Dean, which is circulated by the Alaska Denartrent of Educ-

ation, as a part of the replication strategy.

A videotape made by Dr. Jeanne cCarthy and Mr. Prank King.

on the first technical assistance visit to the nroject will

be shown to various groups as a means of Presenting hack-

ground information concerning Title VI -(, learning disabilities

and the :\nchorage Project,

The Title VI -(1 staff will cooperate with the Publicity

Department for the Anchorage Borough School District in

providing materials for television and radio broadcasts

and newspaper articles.

ry the end of the project, July 31, 1974, the Project Director,

will provide the Director of Special Education of the 7%nchorage

Borough School District and the Chief of the DiviElion of

Special Dlueation in the Alaska apartment of Ed1,2ation with

a cony of the nroject proposal, all monitoring statements,

and the evaluation summary for the project for further dis-

semination.
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Annendix III

Schools in Tizea C of the

Anchorage Porough School :District

Airport Heights

Chester Valley

Chugiak

College Gate

Crcekside Park

Eagle River

Harestead

IvIDuntain View

Milldoon

runaka Valley

Ptarmigan

WiiliwaW

Wonder Park


